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CHAPTER  II.

THE GROWTH  OF  CASTE.

HAVING sketched the peculiarities of the four chief castes
as described in the Law Books, a few quotations from
other sacred books, in chronological order, will now be
given, so that some idea may be formed of the growth
of this elaborate system. Dr. Muir,* reviewing various
texts on this subject, says, " First, we have accounts in
which the four castes are said to have sprung from pro-
genitors who were separately created ; but in regard to
the manner of their creation we find the greatest diver-
sity of statement. The most common story is that they
issued from the mouth, arms, thighs, and feet of Purusha,
or Brahma. The oldest extant passage in which this
idea occurs, and from which the later myths of a similar
tenor have no doubt been borrowed, is to be found in
the Purusha Sukta; but it is doubtful whether, in the
form in which it is there represented, it is anything
more than an allegory. In some of the texts from the
Bhagavata Purana traces of the same allegorical character
may be perceived ; but in Manu and the Puranas the
mystical import of the Vedic text disappears, and the
figurative narration is hardened into a literal statement
of fact. In the chapters of the Vishnu, Vayu, and

* " Old Sanskrit Texts," vol. i. p. 159,